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A Republican Reversal on Nicaragua

By JOEL BRINKLEY
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 10 — Even
betore most people knew what was
really going on in Nicaragua, Senator
John H. Thatee supported President
Reagan’s policy there.
entral Intelligence Agencv’s

ning of Nicara 's _harbors, the

Nicara rebels on political assas-
sination %e charges that the Amer-
backed EE%E were [ortunng

and .murdenn num
S o—
Q_afee a Rhode Island Republican,
to_change his vote. '
But no more. Mr. Reagan has fi-
_nally lost that vote. An analysis of
how Mr. Chafee reached that decision

" may help explain why the White

House concluded that it probably
could not persuade Congress to renew

. aid to the rebels without accompany-
' ing the request with a new Central

; American proposal.
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New Proposal on April 4
That move, made April 4, proposed
making further aid to the rebels non-
military, providing the governing

with the rebels.

But even that may not swing the
issue for Mr. Reagan if Mr. Chafee’s
reactionis typical. He says he was not
moved.

As the Senator sees thmgs it is not

Sandinstas would agree to negcmate

he who has changed position. Rather, -

he contends, it is the Administration.
_ As evidence, he cites Mr. Reagan’s

“That was going
way further than
anything I

“had bargained for.
. O ;. ..~ - Dave Durenberger, a Minnesota Re-
publican, has indicated that he would

‘“watershed’”” news conference on -
Feb. 21. Mr. Reagan said then his
goal in Central America was to ‘‘re- -
move” the present Nicaraguan Gov-

. White House Amends It .
““That was going way turther t.han
anything I had bargained for,”

Chafee said, explaining his change of

heart. ‘I don’t care what kind.of gov-

ernment Nicaragua has, as long as.
they leave their neighbors alone.” -

Until then, the Senator added, each ’
| time Mr. Reagan had come close to

Mm
SenatorJohnH Chafee L

' sa_vmg he supported ovenhrowing the

" Nicaraguan Government, someone at

the White House had come forward
and explained ‘‘that’s not what he

really meant.” But not after Feb. 21,

at least not as far as Mr. Chafee couid
determine.

As a result, he said, he had no inten-
tion of returning to Mr. Reagan's side
on the Nicaragua issue. Nor was he
impressed, he added, by the Presi-
dent’s offer last week.

Why is Chaffee position important?

" The Margin Is Narrow .

The last time the Senate voted on

. aid to the rebels, the White House won
- by four votes. Since then, Senator

ernment unless “they’d say uncle.” -

vote no if asked again. Meanwhilé,
the elections in November gave the
Democrats two addmonal seats in the

~ Senate. ..

“ It may be that some apponems
have changed their view as a result of
Mr. Reagan’s call for negotiations.

Still, it is clear that every vote counts.’

urt.her Mr. b

\ wavs a_kev Senator on the Central

America. He was a_member of the
Pe

Permanent Select Commitee go In-
_ telligence for eight vears until Janu-
. arv at meant he e -
te) lhgence %ormanun about the rebel ~

RIOETRM.
He is generally dscribed as a mod-

erate Republican. That means the
White House cannot count on his vote
?n every issue, and it must be worked
or.

Mr. Chafee said he initially had no
difficulty supporting the Administra-
tion’s rationale, that the rebels could
be used to intercept arms shipments
going from Nicaragua to El Salva-
dor’s insurgents.

‘“Then they broadened it,” he said,
‘‘saying the rebels were to be a burr
in the Sandinistas’ saddle, to encour-
age them to participate in peace
talks. I thought, well, O.K. It was a
little fuzzy but clearly had nothing to
do with overthrowing the Govern-
ment.”

Last spring. when the Central lntel-
1%%%“%—,%3
mintng of Nicara s harbors, the
Senator began to have doubis but con-

tinued to back Mr. Reagan.
The Guerrilia Manual )
Last fall, when the intelligence

- agencv acknowledged it had been re-
sponsible for _a_guerrilla warlare

manual agylsSing the rebels to ‘‘neu.
tralize inj ici

ralize”’ selected Sandinista officials
and to_blackmail ordinary Nicara-

1o _join the rebel cause, he took
_But “F v it didn't_bother

me verv much.’” he savs.

This year, when several private or-
ganizations published reports charg-
ing the rebels with widespread atroci-
ties, far in excess of what might be
expected in war, the Senator ‘‘didn’t

" like” the implications of the reports

but his mind was not changed. “It’s

fThi's';'Wa‘sn’t. justa
flash decision. .-
I have thought

thls thmg througﬁ' 2

Loy

.veryha:dwconhrmordenythautxs -

really going on,” he

ln.all, Mr, Chafee e?, be beueved'j
tite_cﬁxgy_euf’zﬂ._é

spite probie were ‘‘Serving a use-

ful purpose’ in Nlcamgua nght up 10
Feb. 21. .

“1 fell off the bandwagon ” t.he
Senator said. And now that he has
made his intentions known, he added,
be cannot be persuaded to change his
‘mind again. ‘‘This wasn’t just a flash

decision,” he said. ‘I have thought

this thing through.” ..

The big unanswered qu&suon‘ is ‘

how many other legaslators are think-
mgont.hesamelms IS

-

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/20 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100890017-7

STAT

STAT



